occurrence of evolutionary convergence and parallelism. Also, they had to try to relate their ideas to geological theories about the former distributions of land masses (including possible "isthmian links") and climatic changes.
To give structure to his monstrously large topic, Bowler focuses on a smallish number of major themes: the shape of the "tree of life"; the question of whether arthropods were a natural group (in the Darwinian sense of having a common ancestry); the events that occurred in the transition from invertebrates to vertebrates; likewise the transition from fish to amphibia; the origin of birds; the origin of mammals; and problems in biogeography. The "tree of life" problem is to some extent revisited in Chapter 7 ('Patterns in the past'), with additional comments on the issue of mass extinctions. The book is rounded off with a chapter on 'The metaphors of evolution', which considers, for example, whether the political imperialisms of the period may have left their mark on biologists' thinking about "life's splendid drama".
There can be no doubt that we have here a major book. The author's erudition and command of his subject are impressive indeed. The volume will lay the groundwork for future studies, and were I to attempt to add a chapter on to 'Darwinism and biology' to my old text- They are mostly just "left" ("abandoned" would be too strong a word) at about the middle of the twentieth century.
Take, for example, the question of the debates about mammal-like reptiles and the transition from reptiles to mammals. This topic warrants a book in itself. And were anyone to undertake the task, we might have the narrative carried forward until the time when a consensus was achieved (or we could have the story of a series of consensuses). The same might be done for the debates about the origins of feathers and flight, which is a fascinating historical story, about which I would gladly know more. And so on ... However, as said, Bowler has other objectives in view, which I must and do respect; and if his programme is accepted, then one must willingly acknowledge that it has been amply fulfilled. But one could hardly say that we have a "rattling good story". I venture to suggest that the absolute eschewal of the slightest hint of Whiggery may be partly responsible! All in all, this is a gloomy story. But Drug war politics ends on a positive note. The authors attempt to break away from the increasingly sterile legislation debate towards the possibilities of the public health path to reform. This, they argue, would bring America into line with other countries, Britain among them, who have taken this route as part of their response to the perceived crisis of HIV/AIDS. They argue for regulation on the model of alcohol or tobacco rather than a free market. Despite the current stalemate in drug politics, they discem possibilities of change. There are already local public health initiatives; and the politics of reform at the national level will be difficult but not ultimately impossible.
I have doubts about sections of this argument. The notion of "public health" could do with a more sophisticated historical assessment; public health also has its punitive side, but here it is used as an undisputed good without assessment of its changing definition over time. Paradigm shifts are perfectly possible, as the change from Prohibition to alcohol licensing illustrates. But the authors are vague about how that change might be effected in the case of drugs. What, for example, could be the role of the medical profession? Where is the "policy community" in U.S. drug politics which will help bring about change? If the crisis of AIDS could not do it, what will? The intemational dimension to drug control (the origin of the original U.S. taxation law) is also barely mentioned. How do the authors propose to dismantle the intemational control system, which has a direct effect on national drug policies? But overall this is a well written book which is to be commended for recognizing that there is more to drug policy than a simple battle between penal and medical approaches. 
